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June election will be test — K2xs2s bill 


would track 


or pandemic preparation education 


progress of 
foster kids 


BY LAURA BAUER AND 
JUDY L. THOMAS 


lbauer@kcstar.com 
jthomas@kcstar.com 


In the waning hours of the 
2020 Kansas legislative ses- 
sion, lawmakers approved a 
measure that could finally 
address one of the key 
hurdles facing children in 
foster care. 

An annual report card 
would track the academic 
progress and educational 
outcomes for foster children, 
who graduate at a rate that is 
just a fraction of their peers. 
The data would be collected 
the first of every year and 
shared with legislators. 

“This for the first time will 
shine light on what we are 
and aren’t doing for those 
nearly 8,000 kids who are in 
custody of the state,” said 
Sen. Molly Baumgardner, 
R-Louisburg, who as head of 
the education committee 
championed the legislation. “ 
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In the event the coronavirus pandemic affects our ability to 
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